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Unit and Pacing Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary Integration 

 
Unit 1*  

 
Creation of a 

Nation 
 

What was the 
impact of 
European 
colonization on 
Native 
Americans?  
 
What events 
lead to the 
creation of the 
United States 
and the State 
of New Jersey? 
 
What was the 
significance of 
New Jersey’s 
roles in the 
American 
Revolution? 
 
How has the 
American 
identity 
changed over 
time?  
 

Key historical 
events, 
documents, and 
individuals led to 
the development 
of our nation. 

Creation of a 
Nation 
-European 
colonization 
-American 
Revolution 
- Primary 
Documents: 
-Mayflower 
Compact 
-Declaration of 
Independence 
-Constitution 
-Bill of Rights 
- Founding 
Fathers (George 
Washington, 
Thomas 
Jefferson, Paul 
Revere) 
-American 
identity 
 
*ACM connection 
- discussion of 
Crispus Attucks 
and the Boston 
Massacre. 
 
*HCM connection 
- discuss “bullying 
of colonists” by 
England. 
 

Formative: Definition, 
matching and timeline 
of key events, people 
and documents that led 
to the development of 
the nation. 
 
Summative: “Spider 
Web” discussion 
activity followed by 
essay response 
referencing key 
historical documents.  

● This essay 
may also be 
used as a 
BENCHMARK 
using the Lucy 
Calkins 
OPINION/ 
ARGUMENT 
rubric. 

 
Alternate: Students 
create a “comic Strip” 
depicting an event from 
the “Creation of a 
Nation”. 

6.1.4.D.1  
Determine the impact of 
European colonization 
of American 
populations, including 
the Lenni Lenape of 
New Jersey. 
 
6.1.4.D.4 Explain how 
key events led to the 
creation of the United 
States and the state of 
New Jersey.  
 
6.1.4.D.4 Relate key 
historical documents (i.e 
Mayflower Compact, the 
Declaration of 
Independence, the 
United States 
Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights) to present 
day government and 
citizenship.  
 
6.1.4.D.9 Explain the 
impact of trans-Atlantic 
slavery on New Jersey, 
the nation, and 
individuals. 
 
6.1.4.D.14 Trace how 
the American Identity 
has changed over time.  

RI.4.1. Refer to details and 
examples in a text and make 
relevant connections when 
explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

RI.4.2. Determine the main 
idea of a text and explain how 
it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 

RI.4.3. Explain events, 
procedures, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened and 
why, based on specific 
information in the text. 

RI.4.7. Interpret information 
presented visually, orally, or 
quantitatively (e.g., in charts, 
graphs, diagrams, time lines, 
animations, or interactive 
elements on Web pages) and 
explain how the information 
contributes to an 
understanding of the text in 
which it appears. 

RI.4.8. Explain how an author 
uses reasons and evidence to 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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- discuss slavery 
and the violation 
of human rights. 
 

support particular points in a 
text. 

W.4.1. Write opinion pieces 
on topics or texts, supporting 
a point of view with reasons 
and information. 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and 
participate effectively in a 
range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse 
partners, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their 
own clearly and persuasively. 

L.4.1. Demonstrate command 
of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 

RP8. Utilize critical thinking to 
make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them. 

8.1- All students will use 
digital tools to access, 
manage, evaluate, and 
synthesize information in 
order to solve problems 
individually and collaborate 
and create and communicate 
knowledge. 

 Use internet resources to 
research events that were 
part of the creation of the 
United States - researched 
famous people connected to 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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the American Revolution - 
created Google Slide 
presentations - use Google 
docs to keep notes - use of 
Google Classroom to access 
videos and websites - use of 
Quizizz - online digital 
resources). 

8.2 Technology 
Education, 
Engineering, Design, 
and Computational 
Thinking - 
Programming: 

All students will develop an 
understanding of the nature 
and impact of technology, 
engineering, technological 
design, computational thinking 
and the designed world as 
they relate to the individual, 
global society, and the 
environment. 

(Students will 
compare/contrast the early 
days of the United States with 
NO technology to the digital 
world they live in today). 

 
 
 
 
 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Unit and Pacing Essential 

Questions 
Enduring 

Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Integration 

 
Unit 2* 

 
Local 

Government, 
Activism, Civil 

Rights 
  

Why do people 
vote? 
 
Describe how 
our 
government 
has a system 
of checks and 
balances. 
 
How can 
citizens bring 
about change 
at the local 
government 
level?  
 
How and why 
do local and 
state 
communities 
change over 
time? 
 
What are the 
basic rights 
and freedoms 
of a citizen of 
the United 
States?  
 
What is the 
impact of policy 
decisions on 
the county, 

In a 
representative 
democracy, 
individuals elect 
representatives 
to act on behalf 
of the people.  
 
Active citizens in 
the 21st century 
are aware of their 
relationships to 
people, places 
and resources in 
the local 
community and 
beyond.  
 
The United 
States 
democratic 
system requires 
active 
participation of its 
citizens.  
 
--------------------- 
 
Key historical 
events, 
documents and 
individuals lead 
to the 
development of 
our nation.  

Government 
-Local 
Government: 
Hillsborough: 
mayor, town 
council, 
freeholders, civic 
duty  
-Policy decisions 
-Representative 
Democracy 
-Taxes 
-Patriotism 
 
------------------- 
 
Civil Rights 
-Human Right  
-Global 
Organizations 
-International 
leaders 
-Social change  
-Social activism: 
(Ex: Malala, John 
Lewis, Mandela, 
Ghandi) 
- Prejudice, bias, 
discrimination, 
racism 
 
*ACM - HCM 
connection - 
students pair up 
and read books 

Formative: Define 
local government 
responsibilities. Create 
a t-chart based on local 
government official 
roles in their 
community. 
 
Summative: Write a 
persuasive letter to a 
local community 
member regarding a 
local issue. This will 
demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
role of local 
government and how 
individuals can impact 
their community.  
 
Alternate: Student 
participation and 
performance on the 
“Bicycle Path” activity. 

6.1.4.D.11 Determine 
how local and state 
communities have 
changed over time, 
and explain the 
reasons for changes.  
 
6.1.4.A,4 Explain how 
the United States 
government is 
organized and how the 
United States 
Constitution defines 
and checks the power 
of government.  
 
6.1.4A.5 Distinguish 
the roles and 
responsibilities of the 
three branches of the 
national government.  
 
6.1.4.A.7 Explain how 
the United States 
functions as a 
representative 
democracy and 
describe the roles of 
elected representatives 
and how they interact 
with citizens at local, 
state, and national 
levels. 
 

RI.4.1. Refer to details and 
examples in a text and 
make relevant connections 
when explaining what the 
text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences 
from the text. 

 RI.4.2. Determine the main 
idea of a text and explain 
how it is supported by key 
details; summarize the text. 

 RI.4.3. Explain events, 
procedures, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened 
and why, based on specific 
information in the text. 

RI.4.8. Explain how an 
author uses reasons and 
evidence to support 
particular points in a text. 

 W.4.1. Write opinion 
pieces on topics or texts, 
supporting a point of view 
with reasons and 
information. 

SL.4.1. Engage effectively 
in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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state, and 
national levels? 
(6.1.4.A.8) 
------------------ 
How do past 
events help our 
understanding 
of change, 
beliefs, and 
decisions 
about current 
issues in our 
society? 
 
How have 
individuals and 
groups 
responded to 
the violation of 
fundamental 
rights in 
American 
history? 
 
What are 
leaders, 
businesses, 
and global 
organizations 
doing to 
promote 
human rights 
and provide aid 
locally and 
globally? 

 
Active citizens in 
the 21st century 
recognize that 
people have 
different 
perspectives 
based on their 
beliefs, values, 
traditions, 
culture, and 
experiences by 
identifying 
stereotyping, 
bias, prejudice 
and 
discrimination. 
 

connected to 
activism and then 
discuss- fill in 
graphic organizer 
(activists/ 
scenarios include 
Malala, Mandela/ 
MLK/ Cesar 
Chavez/ women’s 
right to vote/ 
Holocaust). 
 

6.1.4.A.8 Compare and 
contrast how 
government functions 
at the community, 
county, state, and 
national levels, the 
services provided, and 
the impact of policy 
decisions made at 
each level.  
 
6.1.4.A.9 Compare and 
contrast responses of 
individuals and groups, 
past and present, to 
violations of 
fundamental rights 
(e.g., fairness, civil 
rights, human rights).  
 
6.1.4.A.16 Explore how 
national and 
international leaders, 
businesses, and global 
organizations promote 
human rights and 
provide aid to 
individuals and nations 
in need. 
 
6.3.4.A.2 Examine the 
impact of a local issue 
by considering the 
perspectives of 
different groups, 
including community 

grade 4 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own 
clearly. 

4.MD.B.4 Represent and 
interpret data. 

CRP1. Act as a responsible 
and contributing citizen and 
employee. 

CRP5. Consider the 
environmental, social and 
economic impacts of 
decisions. 

RP8. Utilize critical thinking 
to make sense of problems 
and persevere in solving 
them. 

CRP11. Use technology to 
enhance productivity. 

8.1 All students will use 
digital tools to access, 
manage, evaluate, and 
synthesize information in 
order to solve problems 
individually and collaborate 
and create and 
communicate knowledge. 

( Students will use digital 
resources to investigate 
local issues, find local 
politicians to write to, and 
use technology to prepare 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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members and local 
officials.  
 
6.3.4.A.3 Select a local 
issue and develop a 
group action plan to 
inform school and/or 
community members 
about the issue. 
 
6.3.4.D.1 Identify 
actions that are unfair 
or discriminatory, such 
as bullying, and 
propose solutions to 
address such actions.  

a letter suggesting a 
change to benefit the local 
community). 

 

8.2 Technology 
Education, 
Engineering, Design, 
and Computational 
Thinking - 
Programming: 

All students will develop an 
understanding of the nature 
and impact of technology, 
engineering, technological 
design, computational 
thinking and the designed 
world as they relate to the 
individual, global society, 
and the environment. 

(In this unit, students will 
discuss the impact of 
technology on their local 
community and how the 
internet links people and 
provides information that 
was  previously available 
only in person). 

 
 
  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Unit and Pacing Essential 

Questions 
Enduring 

Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Integration 

Unit 3* 
 

Economics, 
Capitalism and 

Entrepreneurship 

What is a 
capitalistic 
society? 
 
How does 
capitalism 
benefit 
entrepreneurs? 
 
What are the 
elements  of an 
economic 
system 
(households, 
business, 
laborers, and 
government) 
and how do 
they work 
together? 
 
How have 
scientific and 
technological 
developments 
changed the 
way the 
economy and 
governments 
function?  
 
How does 
economics 
help me 

People make 
decisions based 
on their needs, 
wants, and the 
availability of 
resources. 
 
Economics drives 
how individuals 
live, make 
decisions, and 
exist in society. 

Economy 
-capitalism 
-budget 
-availability of 
resources 
- inventions 
-entrepreneurs 
-economic 
system 
-investments 
- global market 
-economic 
interdependence 
 
ACM Connection 
- students read 
What Color Is My 
World by Kareem 
Abdul Jabar - 
learn about the 
history of African 
American 
Inventors. 

Formative: Explain 
what capitalism is.  
 
Summative: After 
viewing a TED Talk 
video clip, identify how 
needs, wants, and 
availability of resources 
impact entrepreneurs.  
Define qualities that 
make entrepreneurs 
successful.  
 

● This essay 
may also be 
used as a 
BENCHMARK 
using the Lucy 
Calkins 
OPINION/ 
ARGUMENT 
rubric. 

 
 
Alternative: Students 
will create a 
product/service or 
invention along with a 
poster/slogan/pricing. 
 

6.1.4.C.6 Describe the 
role and relationship 
among households, 
businesses, laborers, 
and governments 
within the economic 
system. 
 
6.1.4.C.8 Illustrate how 
productions, 
distribution, and 
consumption of goods 
and services are 
interrelated and are 
affected by the global 
market and events in 
the world community. 
 
6.1.4.C.11 Recognize 
the importance of 
setting long-term goals 
when making financial 
decisions within the 
community. 
 
6.1.4.C.13 Examine 
the qualities of 
entrepreneurs in a 
capitalistic society. 
 
6.1.4.C.16 Explain how 
creativity and 
innovation resulted in 
scientific achievement 
and inventions in many 

RI.4.1. Refer to details and 
examples in a text and 
make relevant connections 
when explaining what the 
text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences 
from the text. 

RI.4.2. Determine the main 
idea of a text and explain 
how it is supported by key 
details; summarize the text. 

RI.4.3. Explain events, 
procedures, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened 
and why, based on specific 
information in the text. 

 
RI.4.7. Interpret information 
presented visually, orally, 
or quantitatively (e.g., in 
charts, graphs, diagrams, 
time lines, animations, or 
interactive elements on 
Web pages) and explain 
how the information 
contributes to an 
understanding of the text in 
which it appears. 

  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  

7 

https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/irs/strategies.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf


Hillsborough Township School District                                    Grade 4 Social Studies                    07/24/2019 
understand 
how 
individuals, 
groups, and 
societies apply 
economic 
reasoning to 
make difficult 
choices about 
scarce 
resources? 
 
What are the 
possible 
consequences 
of these 
decisions for 
individuals, 
groups, and 
societies? 

cultures during 
different historical 
periods. 

RI.4.8. Explain how an 
author uses reasons and 
evidence to support 
particular points in a text. 

W.4.2. Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for 
and participate effectively 
in a range of conversations 
and collaborations with 
diverse partners, building 
on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 
 
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and 
evaluate information 
presented in diverse media 
and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 
 
NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a 
speaker’s point of view, 
reasoning, and use of 
evidence and rhetoric. 
 
SL.4.1. Engage effectively 
in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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grade 4 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own 
clearly. 

SL.4.2. Paraphrase 
portions of a text read 
aloud or information 
presented in diverse media 
and formats (e.g.,visually, 
quantitatively, and orally). 
  
SL.4.3. Identify the reasons 
and evidence a speaker 
provides to support 
particular points. 
 
4.OA.A. Use the four 
operations with whole 
numbers to solve problems. 
 
4.OA.C. Generate and 
analyze patterns. 
 
9.1.4.B.1 Differentiate 
between financial wants 
and needs. 
 
 9.1.4.B.2 Identify 
age-appropriate financial 
goals. 
 
 9.1.4.B.3 Explain what a 
budget is and why it is 
important. 
 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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9.1.4.E.1 Determine factors 
that influence consumer 
decisions related to money. 
 
RP8. Utilize critical thinking 
to make sense of problems 
and persevere in solving 
them. 
 
8.1 All students will use 
digital tools to access, 
manage, evaluate, and 
synthesize information in 
order to solve problems 
individually and collaborate 
and create and 
communicate knowledge. 
 
(Use of Youtbue TED 
TALKS to view 
entrepreneurs discussing 
their ideas) Students 
research product ideas to 
create a new/needed 
invention)  
 

8.2 Technology 
Education, 
Engineering, Design, 
and Computational 
Thinking - 
Programming: 

All students will develop an 
understanding of the nature 
and impact of technology, 
engineering, technological 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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design, computational 
thinking and the designed 
world as they relate to the 
individual, global society, 
and the environment. 
 
(Discussions around the 
understanding of the 
impact of technology are 
critical in this unit). 
 
4-ESS2-2. Analyze and 
interpret data from maps to 
describe patterns of Earth’s 
features. [ 
 
9.1 Personal Financial 
Literacy - This standard 
outlines the important fiscal 
knowledge, habits, and 
skills that must be 
mastered in order for 
students to make informed 
decisions about personal 
finance.  
 

 
 
  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Unit and Pacing Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 

Integration 

Unit 4* 
Geography 

How does 
geography and 
the human 
environment 
interact to 
develop 
cultures, 
societies, and 
nations? 
 

Regions are 
jointly 
characteristized 
by their cultural, 
economic, and 
physical 
environment.  

US Regions 
-regionalism 
-landforms 
-culture/people 
-economics 
-natural 
resources 
-environmental 
concerns 
-climate/ 
weather 
 

Formative: Identify the 
location of the 50 US 
states.  
 
Summative: Design/ 
create a state board 
game. The focus of the 
game should include: 
landforms, economy, 
natural resources, 
people/culture and 
climate of the state.  
 

6.1.4.B.6 Compare and 
contrast characteristics 
of regions in the United 
States based on 
culture, economics, 
and physical 
environment to 
understand the 
concept of regionalism.  
 
6.1.4.B.8 Compare 
ways people choose to 
use and distribute 
natural resources. 
 
6.1.4.B.9 Relate 
advances in science 
and technology to 
environment concerns, 
and actions taken to 
address them. 

RI.4.1. Refer to details and 
examples in a text and 
make relevant connections 
when explaining what the 
text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences 
from the text. 

 RI.4.2. Determine the main 
idea of a text and explain 
how it is supported by key 
details; summarize the text. 

 RI.4.3. Explain events, 
procedures, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened 
and why, based on specific 
information in the text. 

RI.4.7. Interpret information 
presented visually, orally, 
or quantitatively (e.g., in 
charts, graphs, diagrams, 
time lines, animations, or 
interactive elements on 
Web pages) and explain 
how the information 
contributes to an 
understanding of the text in 
which it appears. 

 RI.4.8. Explain how an 
author uses reasons and 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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evidence to support 
particular points in a text. 

 RI.4.9. Integrate and 
reflect on (e.g. practical 
knowledge, 
historical/cultural context, 
and background 
knowledge) information 
from two texts on the same 
topic in order to write or 
speak about the subject 
knowledgeably. 

W.4.2. Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
 
W.4.2. Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
 
W.4.4. Produce clear and 
coherent writing in which 
the development and 
organization are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific 
expectations for writing 
types are defined in 
standards 1–3 above.) 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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W.4.5. With guidance and 
support from peers and 
adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, and editing. 

W.4.6. With some guidance 
and support from adults, 
use technology, including 
the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate 
with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of 
keyboarding skills to type a 
minimum of one page in a 
single sitting. 

W.4.7. Conduct short 
research projects that build 
knowledge through 
investigation of different 
aspects of a topic. 

W.4.8. Recall relevant 
information from 
experiences or gather 
relevant information from 
print and digital sources; 
take notes and categorize 
information, and provide a 
list of sources. 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for 
and participate effectively 
in a range of conversations 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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and collaborations with 
diverse partners, building 
on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 
 
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and 
evaluate information 
presented in diverse media 
and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 
 
CRP8. Utilize critical 
thinking to make sense of 
problems and persevere in 
solving them. 
 
CRP11. Use technology to 
enhance productivity. 
 
8.1 All students will use 
digital tools to access, 
manage, evaluate, and 
synthesize information in 
order to solve problems 
individually and collaborate 
and create and 
communicate knowledge. 
 
(Use of Google Classroom 
to access websites with 
specific regional 
information for region 
research and then state 
specific research - 
students.  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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4-ESS2-2. Analyze and 
interpret data from maps to 
describe patterns of Earth’s 
features.  
 
4-ESS2-2. Analyze and 
interpret data from maps to 
describe patterns of Earth’s 
features. 

 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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